Reports of orbital cysticercosis are uncommon despite the high incidence of brain and ocular involvement. Infestation of extraocular muscle is exceedingly rare. Two cases of cysticercosis of the extraocular muscles are reported here. Surgical removal of the encysted parasites successfully resolved the infestation in both cases.
A 35-year-old Cambodian woman was referred to the Orbital Clinic at the University of British Columbia with complaints of right orbital pain and swelling associated with diplopia in lateral gaze. Treatment with topical and systemic antibiotics was ineffective, and the pain had progressed. The visual acuity on both sides was 6/6. There was 4 mm of right proptosis. The right eye movements were limited in abduction and adduction by severe pain. The conjunctiva over the right lateral rectus muscle was injected with inferolateral chemosis. Anterior segment and ocular fundus examination gave normal results. A general physical examination and The diagnosis of non-calcified orbital cysticercosis may be elusive until the cyst is surgically excised. Removal typically results in complete resolution of symptoms, as was the case for both our patients.
Magnetic resonance imaging of neurocysticercosis is well documented. 16 In a recent case of orbital cysticercosis it produced images of cysts in extraocular muscle and outlined a scolex within a cyst. 17 Although additional confirmation is necessary, MR imaging may be the best method of assessing patients with presumed orbital cysticercosis.
